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2 VISION FOCUS AREA: Preserving Our Environment  

STRATEGY 2.1   Develop a Wailuku Rive r Park and Trail connecting to D owntown  

   

 
Action  2.11 Action  Type 

Lead Solution  

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å 

Develop a pilot clean-up 

project to increase visibility of 

the Wailuku River 

Program 

 

Wailuku River Walk 

Steering Committee 

 Initiated 

  

 
Action  2.12 Action Type  

Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å 

Review existing landscape 

design plan/or develop new 

plan, to include consideration 

for connecting bikeways, paths 

or lanes 

Plan 

Wailuku River Walk 

Steering Committee, 

Bike Systems 

Advocates  

Work with Action 2.32 

 Initiated 

 

 Action 2.13  Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å 
Develop a comprehensive 

system of connected trails and 

parks along Hilo Bay from 

Wailuku River to the Pier 

Phase One: 

Plan 
COH R&D  

 

 
June 2006 

Initiated 
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STRATEGY 2.2 
Protect significant view corridors, i ncluding views of Mauna Kea, 

Mauna Loa, Hamakua Coast and ocean  
   

 
Action 2.21  

Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å 

Establish a photo inventory of 

existing view planes and other 

relevant data bases 

Study 
Tropical Visions 

  

June 2007 

Ongoing 
 

 
Action 2.22  

Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

 

Establish a committee to review 

existing building height 

limitations in the Zoning Code 

and develop a plan to protect 

view corridors 

Regulation COH PD, HDIA COH DPW, AIA  

 

 
Action 2.23  

Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 
Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

 
Reduce impact of poles and 

wires 

Development 

  

COH DPW, 

HDIA, HELCO, 

Hawaiian Tel, 

Oceanic 
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STRATEGY 2.3 
Promote energy -efficient, non -polluting alternative transit options 

for Downtown Hilo, such as bicycles, trolleys, shuttles, Sampan 

buses, water taxis, and a train  
   

 
Action 2.31  

Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

 

Develop a plan to redevelop 

streetscapes to accommodate 

pedestrians, calm traffic, and 

promote alternative forms of 

transportation 

Plan 

 

 
 

[Work with Action 2.51, 

and Strategies 6.1, 6.2] 

COH DPW, 

COH Mass 

Transit 

 

    

 
Action 2.32  

Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å 
Develop a system of bike lanes Development COH DPW 

Bike Systems 

Advocates 
Initiated 

   

 
Action 2.33  

Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 
Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

 

Investigate a loaner bike 

program for residents and 

visitors 

 

Program 
 

Bike Systems 

Advocates 
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STRATEGY 2.4 Restore Hilo Bay to a clean, healthy and pollution -free state  

   

 
Action 2 .41  

Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å 
Establish a water quality testing 

program  
Program  HBWAG  

July 2008 

Initiated 

 

 
Action 2.42  

Action Type  
Lead Solutio n 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å 

Explore alternative methods to 

clean the bay and improve 

water circulation, including 

options to alter the breakwater  

Study 

COH DPW & Army 

Corps of Engineers 

 

 Initiated 

 

 
Action 2.43  

Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 
Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

 

Develop a comprehensive 

drainage and flood abatement 

system  

Plan  COH DPW  

  

 
Actio n 2.44  

Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 
Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

 
Facilitate organized beach 

clean-ups  

 

Program 

 

HBWAG DIA  

  

 Action 2.45  Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 

Poten tial 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å 

Coordinate storm drain 

stenciling and community 

education about pollution 

impacts 

Program HBWAG  Initiated 

  

 
Action 2.46  Action Type  

Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å 

Facilitate community education 

about the Hilo Bay Watershed 

and Hilo Bay 

Program HBWAG  Ongoing 
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STRATEGY  2.5 
Promote a pollution -free downtown (noise/air/water/litter 

production)  (Formerly Strategy 5.3)  
   

 
Action 2.51  Action Type  

Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Sta rt & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

 Improve trash pick-up  Program 

 

COH DPW 

 

Recycle 

Hawai`i 
 

 

 
Action 2.52  Action Type  

Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å 
Create programs that educate 

residents and businesses on how 

to increase recycling and 

reduce waste 

Program 
COH DEM, Recycle 

Hawai`i 

Kupuna 

programs in 

schools, KTA 

Ongoing 

 

 
Action 2.53  Action Type  

Lead Solution 

Partners 
Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å 
Install and maintain trash 

receptacles which have option 

to sort for recycling 

Program  COH DEM, COH DPW  Initiated 

 

 
Action 2.54  Action Type  

Lead Solution 

Partners 
Potenti al 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å Develop incentives for 

businesses to recycle 

 

Program 

 

COH DEM  Initiated 

 

 Action 2.55  Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

 

 

Create a drop-off plan for 

developing mini-recycling 

centers 

 

Plan 
HDIA, Recycle 

Hawai`i, COH DEM 

Hawai`i 

Innovation 

Center at Hilo 
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STRATEGY 2.6 
Beautify Downtown Hilo through landscaping, plantings, and 

related improvements  
   

 
Action 2.61  

Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

 
Create a comprehensive 

landscaping plan 
Plan 

COH PD 

 

Work with Action 2.51 

HICC, HDIA  

 

 
Action 2.62  

Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 

Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

 
Adopt a block as a pilot 

landscaping project 
Program HDIA 

HICC, Rotary 

Clubs 
 

 

 
Action 2.63  

Action Type  
Lead Solution 

Partners 
Potential 

Partners 

Project Start & 

Status 
Sustainability Measures  

Å 
Develop community gardens 

and pocket parks 

 

Development 
HDIA, COH P&R  Initiated 
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The Following Pages Contain 
Supplemental Information for  

Each Action of the Living Action Plan  
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Initiated 

 

Action :  2.11 

Develop a pilot clean -up project to increase visibility of the 

Wailuku River  

Project Status: Initiated   Project Duration:  

Start Date:        End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 Wailuku River Walk Project (Steering Committee) 

 256 Kaiulani Street 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 Contact Person:  Jim Ednie 

 jim@ednie.com 

  

Supporting Partners:    

Brad Kurokawa, Pu`ueo Community Association, Reeds Island Property 

Owners Association, COH DPW, COH PD, HBWAG, BIRC&D, UH Hilo 

Geography Dept., Key Clubs, Boy Scouts, ARC of Hilo, Leonard Bisel, DLNR 

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:  

David Tamuraõs Hilo Beautification Development StudyñHilo Downtown 

Landscape Improvements, Leonard Bisel, Brad Kurokawa 

 

Costs:   

Funding  Source:  
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Initiated 

 

Action : 2.12 

Review existing landscape design plan/or develop new plan, 

to include consideration for connecting bikeways, paths or 

lanes  

Project Status: Initiated   Project Duration:   

Start Date:        End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 Wailuku River Walk Project (Steering Committee) 

 256 Kaiulani Street 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 Contact Person:  Jim Ednie 

 jim@ednie.com 

  

 Hawai`i Island Bike Systems Advocates 

 P.O. Box 10927 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 Contact Person: Peter Kubota 

 waikolea@gmail.com 

  

Supporting Partners:  Brad Kurokawa, Pu`ueo Community Association, Reeds  

 Island Property Owners Association, DLNR, COH PD, HBWAG, BIRC&D, UH  

 Hilo Geography (Planning) Dept., Leonard Bisel, COH DPW 

 

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:   

Hilo Bayfront Proposed Recreation Projects, July 2002 by Roy Takemoto 

Costs:       

Funding Source:  
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Initiated 

 

 

 

Action : 2.13 

Develop a comprehensive system of connected trails and 

parks along Hilo Bay from Wailuku River to the Pier  

Project Status: Initiated   Project Duration:  Long-range 

Start Date:   June 2006   End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 Phase I: 

COH Research & Development 

 25 Aupuni Street 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 (808) 961-8366 

chresdev@co.hawaii.hi.us 

 

 

Supporting Partners:   

COH P&R, DPW, PD, State DLNR (Parks, Land, and Small Boat Harbor 

Divisions), DOT (Highways and Harbors), Hawai`i Island Bike Systems 

Advocates, AYSO, Kiwanis, Keaukaha Community Association, PATH, DIA, 

KIAA, VisionKeepers, OHA, NOAA, Connections Public Charter School 

 

Project Description:  

The Hawai`i County Resource Center, a program of the Department of 

R&D, secured the funding to implement this first planning phase of a 

three-phase project. In its role as lead project manager the Departmentõs 

responsibilities include: coordinating and convening a stakeholder 

advisory committee, selecting and contracting with the planning firm 
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Helber Hastert and Fee, Planners, Inc. and managing that contract; 

coordinating three public meetings; filing  financial and progress reports to 

the funders; and most importantlyñkeeping the planning process an 

open community-based planning project.   

The Planning Project Team from Helber Hastert & Fee (HHF), based in 

Honolulu, was founded in 1980. The company has a staff of 20, including 

four landscape architects, two full-time graphic artists, and has ongoing 

work in every county in the State of Hawai`i. Currently HHF is under the 

management of the second generation of owners, one of which is Scott 

Ezer who is the Principal-in-Charge for the Hilo Bayfront Trails Planning 

Phase I project. Scott is assisted by his Associate Robyn Sweesy, ASLA, who 

is Project Manager for the Hilo Bayfront Trails project. 

Scott Ezer received a Master of Urban and Regional Planning from the 

University of Hawai`i, and worked in the City and County of Honolulu 

Department of Land Utilization before joining Helber Hastert & Fee. Robyn 

Sweesy, born and raised in Hawai`i, received a Master of Landscape 

Architecture from Harvard University, and while working for the Boston 

Redevelopment Authority she assisted with the revitalization of the famous 

Boston Freedom Trail. 

Helber Hastert & Fee has subcontracted with three Hilo-based professional 

firms: Alice Moon & Company for community outreach services; 

Rechtman Consulting for archaeology and cultural impact review; and 

Hilo Engineering, Inc. for surveying and civil engineering. 

Helber Hastert & Fee was selected based on their expertise and 

experience with similar projects.  This relevant experience includes the 

following projects: Design Guidelines and Evaluation Criteria for 

Memorials, Pearl Harbor Naval Complex; Waikoloa Cultural Gardens, 

Waikoloa; Kahalu`u Community Master Plan, Oahu; Ka Wai Nui Pathway 

Plan, Kailua, Oahu; Boston Freedom Trail, Boston Massachusetts (Robyn 

Sweesy); Infrastructure and Public Facility Needs Assessment for Hawai`i 

County; Ford Island Interpretive Trail, Pearl Harbor Naval Complex; 

Waialae-Kahala Bike Staging, Honolulu; Kapalua Coastal Trail, Maui; 

Queensõ MarketPlace Landscaping, Waikoloa; Maui Community College 

Long-Range Development Plan, Kahului, Maui. 

The final products at the end of the Hilo Bayfront Trails Planning Phase I 

project will include a conceptual master plan, magnitude of cost 

estimates, an environmental assessment, and a Special Management 

Area permit. 
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Phase II will involve the development of construction design documents, a 

topographic survey, construction phase cost estimates, and funding 

appropriation.  Construction will begin in Phase II and will be scheduled in 

phases according to available funding.  At that point R&D will play a 

supporting role as needed, but will no longer be the Lead Solution Partner. 

Ultimate success of this project will depend greatly on adoption of 

segments of the trail by community stewardship groups. 

Existing Resources:   

 

Costs:   

 Conceptual Master Plan: $163,600 

 EA/SMA: $107,000      

Funding Source:  HTA Natural Resources Grant and the COH 
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Initiated 

 

Action : 2.21 

Establish a photo inventory of existing view planes and other 

relevant data bases  

Project Status:  Initiated   Project Duration:  Ongoing 

1st Inventory:   June 2007 

Lead Solution Partners:   

 Tropical Visions Video Inc. 

 62 Halaulani Place 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 Contact Person:  Ann Kalber 

 (808) 935-5557 

 annthen@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Supporting Partners:    

 Lyman Museum, HTH, County Film Commissioner, UH Hilo Geography 

 Dept./Art Dept. 

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:  

Old photos at Lyman Museum, Pacific Tsunami Museum, HTH Coast Guard 

Records, Fire Dept., County Film Commissioner 

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Action : 2.22 

Establish a committee to review existing building height 

limitations in the Zoning Code and develop a plan to protect 

view corridors  

Project Status:      Project Duration:   

Start Date:        End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 COH Planning Department 

 101 Pauahi Street, Suite 3 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 (808) 961-8288 

 planning@co.hawaii.hi.us 

 

 Hilo Downtown Improvement Association 

 329 Kamehameha Avenue 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 Contact Person:  Lalea Sam Pulu`ole 

 (808) 935-8850 

info@downtownhilo.com 

  

Supporting Partners:    

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:   Existing recreational areas, Building and zoning codes,  

 General Plan, County Arborist Committee, Downtown Honolulu View Shed  

 Study 

Costs:        Funding Source:  
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Action : 2.23 

 Reduce visual impact of poles and wires  

Project Status:      Project Duration:   

Start Date:        End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

  

 

Supporting Partners:    

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:  

 COH DPW, Civil Defense, FEMA 

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Action : 2.31 

Develop a plan to redevelop streetscapes to accommodate 

pedestrians, calm traffic, and promote alternative forms of 

transportation  

Project Status:      Project Duration:   

Start Date:        End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Partners:  COH PD, DOT 

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:   Downtown Hilo Redevelopment Plan,  

  Current planning process for Kam Avenue 

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Action : 2.32 

 Develop a system of bike lanes  

Project Status:  Initiated   Project Duration:   

Start Date :       End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 COH Department of Public Works 

 101 Pauahi Street, Suite 7 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 (808) 961-8321 

 public_works@co.hawaii.hi.us 

 

  

Supporting Partners:    

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:  

Costs:   

Funding Sou rce:  

 

 



 

Last Updated 6.26.2009 

 

Page 18 Vision Focus Area 2: Preserving Our Environment 

 

Action : 2.33 

 Investigate a loaner bike program for residents and visitors  

Project Status:      Project Duration:   

Start Date:        End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

  

Supporting Partners:   

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:  

 Hawai`i Island Bike Systems Advocates  

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Initiated 

 

Action : 2.41 

Establish a water -quality testing program  

Project Status:  Initiated   Project Duration:   

Start Date:   July 2008   End Date:   Jan-June 2008 

Lead Solution Partners:   

 Hilo Bay Watershed Advisory Group (HBWAG) 

 c/o Big Island Resource Conservation & Development Council 

 Hilo Lagoon Center 

 101 Aupuni St, #229A 

 Hilo, HI 96720-4261 

 Contact Person:  Steve Godzsak 

 hbwag@hilobaywatershed.org  

  

Supporting Partners:  Army Corps of Engineers, UH Hilo Marine Science, DLNR,  

 DOH, Moku O Hawaii, Sea Grant, COH DPW, COH DEM, COH PD, HDIA,  

 DOT 

  

Project Description:  The initial phase of this project was a water quality sampling 

program on several rivers and streams within the Hilo Bay watershed. The intent 

was to assess the present conditions and gather data to help build a baseline 

for future comparisons. 

Existing Resources:  

Costs:   

Funding Source: State Office of Planning - Coastal Zone Management Program 
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Initiated 

 

Action : 2.42 

Explore altern ative methods to clean the bay and improve 

water circulation, including options to alter the breakwater  

Project Status:  Initiated   Project Duration:   

Start Date:        End Date:    

 

Lead Solution Partners:    

COH Department of Public Works (initial study) 

 101 Pauahi Street, Suite 7 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 (808) 961-8321 

 public_works@co.hawaii.hi.us 

 

Supporting Partners:  Army Corps of Engineers, UH Marine Science, COH DEM, 

P&R, DOT - Harbors 

 

Project Description:  

 

Existing Resources:  

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Action : 2.43  

Develop a comprehensive drainage and flood abatement 

system  

Project Status:      Project Duration:   

Start Date:        End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

Supporting Partners:    

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:  

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Action : 2.44 

Facilitate organized beach clean -ups 

Project Status:      Project Duration:   

Start Date:        End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 Hilo Bay Watershed Advisory Group (HBWAG) 

 c/o Big Island Resource Conservation & Development Council 

 Hilo Lagoon Center 

 101 Aupuni St, #229A 

 Hilo, HI 96720-4261 

 Contact Person:  Steve Godzsak 

 hbwag@hilobaywatershed.org 

 

Supporting Partners:    

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:  

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Initiated 

 

Action :  2.45 

Coordinate s torm drain stenciling and community education 

about pollution impacts  

Project Status:  Initiated   Project Duration:   

Start Date:        End Date:    

 

Lead Solution Partners:   

 Hilo Bay Watershed Advisory Group (HBWAG) 

 c/o Big Island Resource Conservation & Development Council 

 Hilo Lagoon Center 

 101 Aupuni St, #229A 

 Hilo, HI 96720-4261 

 Contact Person:  Steve Godzsak 

 hbwag@hilobaywatershed.org 

 

Supporting Partners:    

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:  

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Ongoing 

 

Action :  2.46 

Facilitate community education about the Hilo Bay Watershed 

and Hilo Bay  

Project Status:  Ongoing   Project Duration:   

Start Date:        End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 Hilo Bay Watershed Advisory Group (HBWAG) 

 c/o Big Island Resource Conservation & Development Council 

 Hilo Lagoon Center 

 101 Aupuni St, #229A 

 Hilo, HI 96720-4261 

 Contact Person:  Steve Godzsak 

 hbwag@hilobaywatershed.org  

 

Supporting Partners:    

Project Description:  

Public meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at the 

Mokupapapa Discovery Center located at 308 Kamehameha Avenue in 

Downtown Hilo, from 6pm ð 7.30pm.  Topics include community education 

about Hilo Bay and the Hilo Bay Watershed. 

Existing Resources:  Mokupapapa Discovery Center 

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Action : 2.51 

 Improve trash pick -up  

Project Status:       Project Duration:  

Start Date:         End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

COH Department of Public Works 

 101 Pauahi Street 

 Hilo, HI 96720  

 (808) 961-8321 

 public_works@co.hawaii.hi.us 

 

Support ing Partners:    

 Refuse companies, Recycle Hawai`i  

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:   Pilot Project 

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Ongoing 

 

Action : 2.52 

Create  programs that educate residents and businesses on how to 

increase recycling and reduce waste  

Project Status:  Ongoing     Project Duration: n/a 

Start Date:         End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 COH Department of Environmental Management 

 25 Aupuni Street, Room 20 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 (808) 961-8083 

 cohdem@co.hawaii.hi.us 

 

 Recycle Hawai`i 

 P.O. Box 4847 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

  (808)961-2676 

 info@recyclehawaii.org 

 

Project Description:  

Recycle Hawai`i has partnered with Earth-Friendly Schools Hawaii to 

promote recycling, resource awareness and sustainable practices on the 

Big Island.  Presently, three Downtown Hilo businesses are participating in 

the Keeping It Green (KIG) Hawaii Program: EHCC, Sudha's Art Gallery, 

Bayfront Coffee, Kava, and Tea.  In addition, Alice Moon & co. ensure 

that HI5 collection bins are installed at Downtown Hilo events and festivals. 

Supporting Partners:    
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Trash pick-up companies, Kupuna programs in schools, Jeri Gertz and the 

Downtown Dynamos, KTA, Sack-N-Save 

Existing Resources:   Adopt a Highway Program 

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Pilot 

Initiated 

 

Action : 2.53 

Install and maintain trash receptacles which have option to sort 

for recycling  

Project Status:  Pilot initiated   Project Duration:  

Start Date:         End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 COH Department of Environmental Management 

 25 Aupuni Street, Room 20 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 (808) 961-8083 

 cohdem@co.hawaii.hi.us 

 

COH Department of Public Works 

 101 Pauahi Street 

 Hilo, HI 96720  

 (808) 961-8321 

 public_works@co.hawaii.hi.us 

  

Supporting Partners:   

 

 HDIA, Connections PCS, YMCA, HawCC, Recycle Hawai`i,  

 Keep Hawai`i Beautiful, Arc of Hilo 

 

Project Description:   

Downtown HI5 Recycling Bin Pilot Project is ready to launch with 

cooperation between COH DEM, DPW, HDIA, and Arc of Hilo.  The 

program will run for three months to evaluate the impact of and measure 

the volume of redeemable containers collected. 

Existing Resources:   Costs:     Funding Source:  
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Action : 2.54 

 Develop incentives for businesses to recycle  

Project Status:      Project Duration:  

Start Date:         End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 COH Department of Environmental Management 

 25 Aupuni Street, Room 20 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 (808) 961-8083 

 cohdem@co.hawaii.hi.us 

 

Supporting Partners:    

Project Description:  

All businesses in Hawaiõi County are required to pay &85 per ton for waste.  By 

recycling, businesses avoid the $85 per ton fee.  This is called the Diversion 

Incentive Program. 

Existing Resources:  

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Action : 2.55 

 Create a drop -off plan for developing mini -recycling centers  

Project Status:       Project Duration:  

Start Date:         End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 COH Department of Environmental Management 

 25 Aupuni Street, Room 20 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 (808) 961-8083 

 cohdem@co.hawaii.hi.us 

 

Hilo Downtown Improvement Association 

329 Kamehameha Avenue 

Hilo, HI 96720 

 Contact Person: Lalea Sam Pulu'ole  

 (808) 935-8850 

 info@downtownhilo.com 

  

 Recycle Hawai`i 

 P.O. Box 4847 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 (808)961-2676 

 info@recyclehawaii.org 

 

Supporting Partners:    

 Hawai`i Innovation Center at Hilo, Hawai`i Island Board of Realtors 

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:   Costs:   
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Action : 2.61 

 Create a comprehensive landscaping plan  

Project Status:      Project Duration:   

Start Date:        End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 COH Planning Department 

 101 Pauahi Street, Suite 3 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 (808) 961-8288 

 planning@co.hawaii.hi.us 

 

Supporting Partners:    

 Hawai`i Island Bike Systems Advocates, PATH, Waiakea Lions Club 

Project Description:  

Existing Resources:  

Chamber of Commerce, Pier to Downtown Corridor, Bike Systems 

Advocates, Hilo Bayfront:  Proposed Recreation Projects, David Tamura 

Documents 

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Action : 2.62 

 Adopt a block as a pilot landscape project  

Project Status:      Project Duration:   

Start Date:        End Date:    

Lead Solution Partners:   

 Hilo Downtown Improvement Association 

 329 Kamehameha Avenue 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 Contact Person:  Lalea Sam Pulu`ole 

 (808) 935-8850 

 info@downtownhilo.com 

 

Supporting Partners:    

 Private nurseries, COH P&R, Service Organizations, Waiakea Lions Club 

Project D escription:  

Existing Resources:  

 Outdoor Circle, Plant Societies 

Costs:   

Funding Source:  
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Initiated 

 

Action : 2.63 

 Develop community gardens and pocket parks  

LIHOLIHO GARDEN REVITALIZATION 

Project Status:  Completed    Project Duration:  One year 

Start Date:   November 2008   End Date:   June 2009 

Lead Solution Partners:   

Hilo Downtown Improvement Association 

ð Beautifications Committee 

 329 Kamehameha Avenue 

 Hilo, HI 96720 

 Contact Person:  Lalea Sam Pulu`ole 

 (808) 935-8850 

 info@downtownhilo.com 

 

COH Parks & Recreation 

 101 Pauahi Street, Suite 6 

 Hilo, HI. 96720 

 (808) 961-8311 

 parks_recreation@co.hawaii.hi.us 

 

Supporting Partners:  COH PD, EDH 2025 VisionKeepers, Hilo High Key Club, Hilo 

High Leos Club, Hilo Intermediate Leos Club, DIA Downtown Maintenance crew 

(includes community service workers)  

Project Description:  

By Koran Munafo, HDIA 

 

This project began as an assignment from EDH2025 to the DIAõs Beautification 

Committee to locate an area for a pocket park in downtown Hilo.  After 
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garnering community feedback on several locations around town, the 

committee chose Liholiho Garden, located on the corner of Kalakaua Avenue 

and Kinoôole Street, as it was being sadly neglected and could use some 

attention.  The Committee, together with Larry Black, a retired landscape 

designer, created the design for the improvements to the park. Existing 

Greenery in the park that was integrated into the new design included: Loôulu 

palms, Ti plants, Soapbush, Yellow ôOhiôa, Hala bush, and 2 existing trees of 

unknown origin. 

A professional arborist was consulted and suggested the removal of several 

large trees that were crowding the park.  Work on Liholiho Garden began in 

November 2008 with the removal of the trees and overgrown shrubbery.  The 

volunteer work parties began on the park shortly after the removal of trees. 

Sidewalks, benches, and walls were power-washed.  The first load of dirt was 

spread, weeds and debris raked and removed, and shrubs planted. 

A Puakenikeni tree was planted and is flourishing. Stone Pavers were added to 

create a walkway entry into the middle of the park.  A final work party 

completed renovations to the park when they cleared weeds and brush, 

removed rocks, planted donated plant materials, fertilized and finally watered 

the revitalized park.   

The project received the following plant materials supplied by County Parks and 

Recreation:  

 

Naupaka    48 

Lauae    140 

Hibiscus    10 

Puakenikeni Tree   1 

Topsoil    2 truckloads   

Other donations included Sandwiches donated by Subway and water donated 

by Coca Cola Bottling Company. 

A Maintenance Plan was developed and work parties will be organized on a bi-

monthly basis and supervised by DIA Staff, Downtown Maintenance Crew, or 

Beautification Committee members.  Supporting Partners will assist in the 

maintenance of Liholiho Garden. 

Cost:  $5000.00   Funding Source: Hawai`i County Council 
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 Sustainability Measures Key   

 

 

Mixed-Use Development 

 

Multi-Modal Transportation 

 

Healthy Living & Walkability 

            

Earth Friendly 

 

Green Building & Infrastructure 

   

Civic Gathering Spaces 

 

Parks & Natural Spaces 

 

   Ohana Tradition 

 

Equitable Access 

 

  Heart of Hilo 

 

 

 

Please refer to the EDH 2025 Sustainability Measures Column  document for 

further details on each Sustainability Measure at: 

  www.co.hawaii.hi.us/edh2025/pdf/smcolumn.pdf 
 


